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Epilogue: The Journey of Haipis
Haipis is a black bulbul, a sacred bird that fetches fire sparks and brings light.

This book talks about the story of how the indigenous people of Taiwan participated in
the bui'lding of highways, and the title of the book is from a beautiful legend of the Bunun tribe:

“When the flood came, the water level kept rising. The Bunun people at the time are
like the other animals, all hastily fleeing to the high places. The tribal people that fled
to the Jade Mountain found a temporary resting place, but because of the high eleva-
tion, they were cold, there were no fire to keep warm and nothing to eat. Suddenly, the
tribal people saw that on another mountain far away, there was burning fire. It didn’ t
matter who they sent out, no one was able to accomplish the mission of obtaining the

fire spark.

A bird called haipis in the Bunun language flew over and said, ‘I’ 1l go, I 1l go.” Haipis
flew to the tip of the other mountain rather quickly and used its beak to hold the fire
spark, but because the fire spark is really hot, during its flight back, it sometimes used
its feet to tightly grab on to the fire spark and sometimes used its beak to hold on.
Through changing back and forth between feet and beak, it finally successfully brought
back the fire spark, but at the same time it burnt its feet and sharp beak. Therefore, the
sharp beak and feet of the haipis we see today are red. It is the sacrifice that it made
for the survival of the tribal people. And to express thankfulness, the tribal people are
very respectful to this bird. This bird is the black bulbul, the “sacred bird” in the eyes
of the Bunun people.”

The building of each important highway in Taiwan, whether it is Central Cross-Island
Highway, Northern Cross-Island Highway, and Southern Cross-Island Highway, the partici
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pationof indigenous people were always there, during the initial survey, re-survey, and even align
ment measurement and rerouting measurement, even the renovation and maintenance of the
New Central Cross-Island Highway, their presence can be seen everywhere. Like Haipis, the
indigenous people of Taiwan were selfless, adventurous and daring, going through dangerous
environments, engaging in dangerous and challenging highway projects, their presence can
be seen constructing soil nail walls, digging tunnels, building viaducts, and landslide repair.

I started from Taipei and headed to Nanao to carry out my first interview. Then, near Tai-
wan’ s most beautiful Suhua Coast, we passed by Cingshuei Cliff to Hualien. Of course I also
entered Taroko Gorge and traveled a bit. Then, crossing through the open countryside of
Eastern Taiwan, I entered into the west to Wutai. Then we turned to Jiasian to view the
Southern Cross-Island Highway. This is also the first time I have heard of Lamadasingsing Rd
and Mashuhuaerming Tunnel. Oh, I am so happy that I am able to go to these very, very spe-
cial places. After that, I left Chiayi and headed towards Alishan Highway, then went to Sinyi
and Shueili of the New Central Cross-Island Highway. Of course I had to go to the Central
Cross-Island Highway that went from Guguan to Lishan, where the most beautiful and unfor-
gettable scenery is at. I also went from Qilanmingchi to Baling, Jiaobanshan, Dasi, and toured
the Northern Cross-Island Highway along the way, and participated in the filming of six-shaft
helicopters. Lastly, I went from the North Coast to the Northeast Coast, and then went from

Jiaosi to Nanao, returning to where I first made the interview.

As I organized the documents, I kept thinking that due to the short period of time and
the itinerary limitations, I wasn’ t able to visit every major highway myself and also wasn” t
able to visit and interview all the indigenous tribes that gave their effort for the highways in
Taiwan, this is a great regret. However, the next disaster relief and rescue of highways, the
first line of workers that are waiting to enter the work or are hanging by the slope whitewash-

ing just might be the characters described in this book.
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Three friends who have done in-depth studies on indigenous cultures have been really
helpful and have given many tips in the attitudes and views that should be noted when writ-
ing. They are Dr. Haisul Palalavi( ¥g &% 5 - A2 #i] H7 JE % 1+ ), principal of University of
Taipei Aboriginal Tribes, Dr. Ying-jie Liao ( J& & 7 f# 1= ), Director of the Institute of Yilan
County History, and Hayung Nogan ( 5 B8 « i} ), Yilan County Achua Elementary School

teacher.

The eve before parting, Professor Lee invited me to the Miramar Entertainment Park in
Taipei to overlook the night view on the Ferris wheel. The brilliance of the neon lights next
to us kept constantly changing, and I am leaving Taiwan tomorrow. We are waiting for a

friend, and he might appear at any time.

The moment we went on board, from behind us came Deputy Director Yin-fu Chen ( [
# B B % )and he brought another photograph for me.

“South-Link Highway, Follie, you should visit this place!”
“Is this the next mission?”

The cabin kept rising, a bit shaky, the bright lights of Taipei have actually become some-

what unreal.

The starting point of this book is also the ending point. From the late spring in March
where the story begins, I traveled 1,500 km, until early summer in June. The weather gradual-
ly became hot and the typhoon season was about to come, sometimes the strong winds were
blowing and sometimes there were dark clouds everywhere. I know I am about to end this
journey. On the plane, leaning over and looking down, recalling the memories on this island

for the last time, and then saying, farewell, Taiwan.
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Like Haipis, the indigenous people of Taiwan were selfless, adventurous and
daring, going through dangerous environments, engaging in dangerous and chal-
lenging highway projects, their presence can be seen constructing soil nail walls,
digging tunnels, building viaducts, and landslide repair.
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